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On Friday, March 18, 2011, merchants and community members joined together to announce a special promotion 

that will take place this spring in North Riverdale.  At an event held at Elisa Contemporary Art Gallery, merchants 

showcased the items and services they will offer discounts on this spring as part of a Celebration of “Orange!” 

promotion. The special offers are detailed on the attached poster and coupon sheet. They include an exciting,  

vibrant show at the Art Gallery featuring the bright, energetic color orange; discounts on carrot cake, orange  

tulips, highlights, selected liquors, pet services and special pricing on orange stone and gemstone jewelry.  

 

This exciting celebration of the color orange was inspired by Lisa Cooper, the owner of Elisa Contemporary Art. 

According to Lisa, “While I was researching and creating my new gallery exhibit, Orange!, I realized that this 

would be a great opportunity to get other merchants and services in the community involved. I sent out a pitch  

letter with some key ideas and several businesses quickly signed on. We’re launching this community celebration 

– also timed with the start of spring today. I’m excited about the power of Art and color, to help bring people and 

businesses together!” 

 

Ms. Cooper, as well as all the business owners participating in this special cross-promotion, is an active participant 

in the recent initiative to organize the businesses of North Riverdale.  This initiative, which will soon bring about a 

merchants and business association, was spearheaded by the offices of State Senator Jeffrey Klein and the  

Kingsbridge-Riverdale Van Cortlandt Development Corporation/KRVC. 

 

“Over the past few months I've worked with the Kingsbridge-Riverdale-Van Cortlandt Development Corporation 

(KRVC) and North Riverdale Merchants to build a merchants association that can have a powerful and positive 

economic impact in the community. Special offers and promotions are a great way to get the community excited 

about shopping locally and a clear example of the benefits of having a merchants association," said Senator Jeff 

Klein (D-Bronx/ Westchester). 

 

One of KRVC’s major initiatives is to organize merchants throughout the community they serve including the 

merchants of Riverdale (north and south), Marble Hill and Woodlawn.  KRVC also plans to reach out to the  

merchants of Kingsbridge (businesses that are not included in the Kingsbridge Business Improvement District/

BID) and Kingsbridge Heights.   

 

“Our entire community will benefit by bringing merchants together into associations. Organized merchants have 

the means to do special promotions like this one, hold events, create websites, beautify our streets, fill empty 

spaces, address issues they may be facing and so much more.  Strong commercial centers enrich our entire  

community.  KRVC is very excited to lead these initiatives throughout our community to bring our merchants  

together,” said Tracy Shelton, Executive Director, KRVC. 

North Riverdale Businesses Bring in the Spring  

with a Celebration of the Color “Orange!” 
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In North Riverdale, the initiative to organize the merchants has been supported by many organizations and 

offices.  The meetings have been held at the Riverdale Neighborhood House/RNH and have been attended 

by Daniel Eudene, Executive Director, RNH.  

 

Mr. Eudene also attended today’s event where he had this to say:  “The celebration of “orange” is a  

wonderful activity for our local businesses to show off the many items available right here in Riverdale.  As  

community members do more of their shopping locally, we will see the economy strengthen along with the 

added benefit of helping reduce the overall “carbon footprint” as we make fewer trips outside of Riverdale.” 

 

Community Board 8 has been a strong supporter of all the initiatives launched by KRVC in recent months 

and especially the effort to organize merchants.  KRVC works closely with the Economic Development 

Committee.  This event was attended by Maria Khury, Chairperson of the Community Board 8 Economic 

Development Committee. 

 

“This is the kind of event that we hope will enhance the economic well being of our local business  

community. This initiative which engages the Merchants of North Riverdale will encourage business 

growth and ensures an economic foundation that will sustain the desired quality of life for our community 

members,” said Ms. Khury. 

 

The highlight of the event was the art gallery show and the other colorful samples of the special promotions 

the businesses of North Riverdale will be offering this spring.  Several merchants and community members 

attended to celebrate this exciting Orange! Promotion. 
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Photos from the Orange! News Conferences 
Friday, March 18, 2011, 11 am & 2 pm 

Elisa Contemporary Art Gallery 
 




